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1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To provide an update on three petitions received for the Environment and 
Infrastructure portfolio, and where appropriate, agree the associated 
recommendations. 

2. Decision(s) recommended 

2.1 Cabinet Member is asked to: 

(a) Note the petitions received and the proposed programme for investigating 
and responding to them as detailed in Appendix A 

(b) To approve the installation of a new pedestrian refuge at the junction of 
Pierce Avenue with Lincoln Road North 
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(c) To note that speed data for Lincoln Road North will be shared with West 
Midlands Police and the road will be included on the Speed Aware 
programme. 

3. Matters for Consideration – Petitions 1: Request to introduce measures to deal 
with speeding on Lincoln Road North 

3.1 On 28 July 2021, Mr Ian McCormick submitted a petition on behalf of local residents, 
requesting that measures be introduced to deal with speeding on Lincoln Road North. 

4. What options have been considered and what is the evidence telling us about 
them? 

4.1 Lincoln Road North is an unclassified local distributor road. It links the Avenue in 
Birmingham with Barn Lane/Clay Lane and is designated as “traffic sensitive” due to 
the function it performs. It forms the administrative boundary between Solihull and 
Birmingham and responsibility for the road rests jointly with the two Councils. 

4.2 Whilst the petition specifically references concerns over speed, the Council is also 
aware of a recent collision at the junction of Lincoln Road North with Pierce Avenue. 
This prompted concerns from local residents, specifically in relation to vehicles failing 
to comply with the junction, as they make a right-hand turn from Lincoln Road North 
onto Pierce Avenue. (A video taken from site demonstrating such behaviours will be 
presented at the Cabinet meeting). 

4.3 The petition is supported by local ward Councillors and the MP for Birmingham 
Yardley, Jess Phillips. 

4.4 In response to the concerns raised, the following steps have been undertaken by the 
Highway Management team: 

(a) A vehicle speed survey commissioned 

(b) A review of collision statistics undertaken to establish any trends or patterns 
associated with this location 

(c) site observations and monitoring to consider driver behaviour at the Pierce 
Avenue junction 

(d) Engagement with colleagues at West Midlands Police and Birmingham City 
Council to discuss opportunities for collaborative working to address the 
concerns raised. 

4.5 A summary of the vehicle speed survey results is contained in Appendix B. The 
results indicate that whilst there are isolated vehicles significantly exceeding the 
speed limit, the mean speeds are below 30mph, with the two-way 85%ile speed of 
31.7mph, which is the metric used nationally to assess speed. 

4.6 Considering the data further shows that 6% of motorists exceeded the 30mph speed 
limit by more than 5mph. This is the metric used by the Police in terms of enforcement 
and the issuing of summons. It is noted that less than 1% (0.6%) of motorists 
exceeded the limit by more than 15mph.  

4.7 This data indicates that compliance with the posted speed limit at the time of the 



survey was generally good and betters national trends for the compliance of speed 
limits on 30mph roads. 

4.8 A review of records shows that there were no recorded collisions associated with this 
road for the last three years, 2018-2020. As set out in section 4.2, a collision involving 
two vehicles occurred in June, where a motorist sustained injuries.  

4.9 West Midlands Police have advised that speed was unlikely to have been the primary 
cause of this collision. Nevertheless, they are supportive of measures being 
introduced to discourage drivers cutting the corner at this junction.  

4.10 In response to the concerns raised, three potential options to aid operation of the 
junction have been considered: 

(a) Installation of a new roundabout in place of the existing ‘give way’ junction on 
Pierce Avenue. 

(b) Installation of a pedestrian refuge  

(c) Visual narrowing of junction through lining 

4.10.2 The installation of a new roundabout has the potential to aid operation of this junction 
and act as a traffic calming feature. The existing geometry precludes the installation of 
standard roundabout; however, it may be possible to provide a painted mini 
roundabout within the extent of the existing highway.  

4.10.3 Such a solution would require changes to the kerb line on the Birmingham side of the 
highway, as well as the introduction of new parking restrictions. These would impact a 
number of properties, including the Olton Fish Bar, all of which utilise on street 
parking.  

4.10.4 This parking has a natural traffic calming effect, which would be lost if a scheme came 
forward. It would also need the support of Birmingham City Council. 

4.10.5 The installation of a new pedestrian refuge traffic island will encourage improved 
compliance of the existing ‘give way’ junction by providing a visual reminder to drivers. 

4.10.6 A swept path analysis demonstrates that such a solution would require the existing 
parking on the western side of Lincoln Road North to be restricted, if placed at the 
junction. Doing so would require the support of Birmingham City Council. Discussions 
to date indicate that this is not something that they would be prepared to progress at 
this time. 

4.10.7 The provision of additional hatching to visually narrow the radius of the junction could 
provide a visual prompt to drivers and encourage improved compliance with the 
existing junction. Such a solution could be installed at limited cost and would require 
no changes to existing parking restrictions. It would, however, be reliant on driver 
compliance and, due to established behaviours, may not result in significant behaviour 
change. There would be revenue associated with maintaining the new markings. 

5. Reasons for recommending preferred option 

5.1 A review of vehicle speeds and collision records do not support Lincoln Road North 
being prioritised for immediate interventions of speed reducing measures. As such, it 



is suggested that the results from the recent speed survey should be shared with 
colleagues at West Midlands Police for consideration to undertake enforcement 
activity. It is also suggested that Lincoln Road North be included in the Council’s 
speed visor programme for the deployment of a temporary vehicle activated speed 
sign. These are intended to encourage compliance with the speed limit.  

5.2 A review of all collisions in the borough is undertaken every two years, to draw up a 
priority list for road safety improvements. The next review will take place in January 
2022. Lincoln Road North will continue to be monitored as part of this review and, if 
appropriate, prioritised for further interventions.  

5.2.1 On site observations, supported by the Police, have confirmed that driver compliance 
with the existing ‘give way’ markings at Pierce Avenue could be improved. Whilst it 
would not be possible to install a roundabout or traffic island at the junction mouth 
without changing parking behaviours, it would be possible to introduce a pedestrian 
refuge set back from the junction. This would operate in a similar fashion to the 
existing pedestrian refuge at Marcot Road, at its junction with Wagon Lane.  

5.2.2 This solution would enable vehicles and buses to turn in and out of Pierce Lane 
without impacting the parking that takes place opposite the junction. By setting the 
refuge back from the mouth of the junction, a natural pinch point will be created, which 
will discourage right turning traffic from cutting across the junction as they turn from 
Lincoln Road North into Pierce Avenue. Access to the shops on the northern side of 
the junction would also be maintained, whilst aiding pedestrians crossing this busy 
junction at peak periods.  

6. Matters for Consideration – Petitions 2: Introduce traffic calming measures on 
the residential area of Jacobean Lane 

6.1 At Full Council, on 5 October 2021, Councillor Pinwell submitted a petition on behalf of 
residents of Jacobean Lane, calling on the Council to introduce traffic calming 
measures on the residential section of Jacobean Lane in light of concerns about 
frequent, excessive speeding and its regular use as a ‘cut through’ when the M42 is 
busy. 

6.2 This matter is currently being investigated, and the outcome will be reported at the 
Cabinet Member decision session on 14 December 2021. This will provide sufficient 
time for the matters to be considered and appropriate responses/actions prepared. 

7. Matters for Consideration – Petitions 3: Introduce speed enforcement measures 
along Station Road Marston Green 

7.1 On 28 October 2021, Councillor Bob Sleigh submitted a petition on behalf of residents 
of Marston Green, requesting that measures be introduced to deal with speeding on 
Station Road.  Of particular concern was the section between Holly Lane / Allcott Lane 
/ Elm Farm Avenue.  The preferred option being the provision of a speed camera. 

7.2 This matter is currently being investigated, and the outcome will be reported at the 
Cabinet Member decision session on 10 January 2022. This will provide sufficient time 
for the matters to be considered and appropriate responses/actions prepared. 



8. Implications and Considerations 

8.1 State how the proposals in this report contribute to the priorities in the Council Plan: 

Priority: Contribution: 

Economy: 

1. Revitalising our towns and local 
centres. 

2. Deliver UK Central (UKC) and maximise 
the opportunities of HS2. 

3. Increase the supply, quality and energy 
efficiency of housing, especially 
affordable and social housing. 

The Council’s priorities have been taken 
into consideration when making the 
recommendations contained within this 
report. It is considered that there are no 
direct implications as a result of the 
recommendations of this report. 

Environment: 

4. Enhance Solihull’s natural and physical 
environment. 

5. Improve Solihull’s air quality. 
6. Reduce Solihull’s net carbon emissions. 

The Council’s priorities have been taken 
into consideration when making the 
recommendations contained within this 
report and there are no significant 
environmental implications. 

People and Communities: 

7. Take action to improve life chances and 
health outcomes in our most 
disadvantaged communities. 

8. Enable communities to thrive. 
9. Sustainable, quality care and support 

for adults and children with complex 
needs. 

 

Safety and accessibility is at the heart of 
everything the Council does when 
considering making changes to how the 
public highway operates. This includes the 
safety of children, young people and our 
most vulnerable road user groups. 

The views received from residents will be 
taken into consideration through the formal 
Traffic Regulation Order representation 
process.  

10. Promote employee wellbeing Not applicable. 

8.2 Consultation and Scrutiny: 

8.2.1 The matters arising from these petitions have not been subject to review by any of the 
Council’s Scrutiny Boards. With any proposed changes the associated statutory 
consultation process will be followed. 

8.3 Financial implications: 

8.3.1 The cost associated with managing the petition will be funded from the Highway 
Management staff revenue budget. The anticipated cost for the proposed pedestrian 
refuge at Pierce Avenue is £5,000. It is intended that this would be funded out of the 
Highways Management minor capital works budget, as part of the 2021/22 financial 
period.   

8.3.2 There are no significant financial implications associated with this report. 

https://www.solihull.gov.uk/About-the-Council/The-Council-plan


8.4 Legal implications: 

8.4.1 None because of this report.  

8.5 Risk implications: 

8.5.1 The Corporate Risk Management Approach has been complied with to identify and 
assess the significant risk associated with this decision/project. This includes (but is 
not limited to), financial, political, legislation and reputation risks. 

8.6 The approach is not intended to eliminate all risks and not all the risks identified can 
be managed all the time.  Also, risks will still exist that have not been identified. 
However, based on the information provided, no significant risks have been identified. 

8.7 Equality implications: 

8.7.1 None because of the recommendations of this report. 

8.8 Linkages to our work with the West Midlands Combined Authority (WMCA), the 
Local Enterprise Partnership or the Birmingham & Solihull Integrated Care 
System (ICS): 

8.8.1 None. 

9.  List of appendices referred to 

9.1 Petition Update November 2021 – Appendix A. 

9.2 Vehicle Speed Survey Results – Appendix B. 

10. Background papers used to compile this report 

10.1 The two petitions referred to. 

11. List of other relevant documents 

11.1 None 


